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This unique programme is designed to provide healthcare professionals with 

the skills, knowledge and competence to provide state of the art care for 

patients in prehospital and emergency care environments. The course will 

build on the existing foundation and experience of healthcare workers who 

already work in prehospital and emergency care.  However previous students 

with little healthcare experience have coped well with the work and so such 

a background is not absolutely essential for future applicants.  The course 

emphasises important principles and practical aspects of the assessment and 

management of individuals and groups of patients.  Practical aspects of 

emergency care are strongly emphasised.  The aim is to stimulate and train 

students to think, to be innovative and to make decisions safely and 

e�ectively.  Teaching and training will be provided by experts in prehospital 

and emergency care through a variety of media: lectures, tutorials, practical 

skills sessions, simulated scenario teaching and personal studies.

This course is especially suitable for medical doctors who have not 

completed training in emergency medicine or for doctors who wish to have 

an additional quali�cation in Prehospital and Emergency Care.  The course is 

also well suited for ambulance personnel, nurses, members of the Hong 

Kong Police Force, Hong Kong Fire Service, Government Flying Service, or 

other relevant voluntary agencies such as St John’s and the Red Cross.  Those 

with a degree and an interest in prehospital and emergency care but no prior 

experience in these disciplines are also welcome to apply.

Programme Objectives

On completion of the Diploma course, students should:

1. Understand the scienti�c basis for common emergency 
problems

2. Be able to assess common emergency problems in the 
prehospital and emergency environment

3. Be able to manage common emergency problems in the 
prehospital and emergency environment

4. Understand the importance of communication and 
coordination between the various services providing 
prehospital and emergency care to the public

5. Understand the principles of command and control for 
the emergency services and their importance during the 
management of mass casualty incidents.

In addition, on completion of the Masters course, 
students should:

6. Understand the principles of research methodology, with 
special emphasis on research in the prehospital and 
emergency environment

7. Have a solid understanding of basic statistics

8. Be able to critically appraise other scienti�c work

9. Have an advanced knowledge of prehospital and 
emergency care speci�c to their role.

Programme Organizers

The programmes are organized by the Accident and 
Emergency Medicine Academic Unit of the Faculty of 
Medicine of the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

Introduction
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The Postgraduate Diploma and Masters of Science in Prehospital and Emergency Care are part time modular courses 
comprising two terms o�ered each year.  

The Postgraduate Diploma includes 15 units of core modules (each unit = approximately 13 hours) and no elective 
modules.  This may be completed in one year.  The Masters is a continuation of the Postgraduate Diploma programme.  
It includes a minimum of 26 units of Practical Prehospital and Emergency Care – the same 15 units of core modules from 
the Postgraduate Diploma, and an additional 11 units.  Candidates make up their eleven units �rstly by completing a 
compulsory dissertation which counts for �ve units, and secondly by completing two compulsory modules which each 
account for two units, and �nally, by selecting one of three elective modules in order to make up the �nal two units 
required.  The Postgraduate Diploma may be completed in one year, whilst the Masters Degree normally takes a 
minimum of two years.  Candidates may obtain exemption for up to one year of the Masters Course provided that they 
meet the relevant requirements, in which case, the minimum period of study is one year.

Students from both programmes will undertake elective attachments to emergency departments, the ambulance 
service or other prehospital and emergency environments as arranged between the course directors and individual 
students.  This attachment is organized on an individual basis as students may come from a variety of backgrounds and 
have di�erent needs.

As the course content for both the Postgraduate Diploma and the �rst year of the Masters are the same, therefore both 
classes are conducted simultaneously.  Classes will normally be held between 9am and 6pm on Friday.  Elective attach-
ments will be arranged at times that suit the student and the organizers.  Classroom sessions will normally be held at the 
Prince of Wales Hospital but occasionally alternative venues will be arranged depending on the topic.

For the second year of the Master’s course, teaching will usually take place on Wednesday each week between 9am and 
6pm. The total teaching time for the second year will be less than the �rst year as time will be allowed for self study for 
the compulsory dissertation. 

Students may elect to enroll for individual modules and obtain an individual module certi�cate if places are available.  
The credits for these certi�cates may be used subsequently as credits towards the Diploma and Masters.  

Programme Structure and Duration
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Programme Structure and Duration

Postgraduate Diploma in Prehospital and Emergency Care
Master of Science in Prehospital and Emergency Care (Year 1)

Term 1 (September – December)
 PEC 5001 -  Core Skills
 PEC 5002 -  Medical Emergencies
 PEC 5003 -  Traumatic Emergencies

Programme Contents and Timetable

 Course code Course Title Units Minimum Grade#

 PEC5002 Medical Emergencies 3 C-
 1. Acute cardiology I: acute coronary syndromes, ECG interpretation, diagnosis 

of acute myocardial infarction
 2. Acute cardiology II: management of myocardial infarction, thrombolysis and 

PCI; acute aortic disease
 3. Acute respiratory disease: asthma, COPD, pneumothorax, pulmonary 

embolism, pneumonia 
 4. Acute neurological emergencies: stroke, epilepsy, decreased conscious level 
 5. Acute poisoning: paracetamol, opioids, tricyclic antidepressants, benzodiaz-

epines, others 
 6. Endocrine emergencies: hypoglycaemia, diabetic ketoacidosis, Addisonian 

crisis, others 
 7. Abdominal pain; di�erential diagnosis and emergency management 
 8. Acute gastrointestinal bleeding and acute liver disease. Alcohol and drug 

abuse. Blood borne viruses and their importance in prehospital and 
emergency care 

 9. Advanced life support scenario session 
 10. Assessment 
 

( 39 hours )

 PEC5003 Traumatic Emergencies 3 C-
 1. Trauma airway care: oxygen, suction, simple airway adjuncts, endotracheal 

intubation, rescue devices, surgical airway principles 
 2. Spinal immobilisation: techniques, devices, indications and when to remove 
 3. Thoracic trauma: needle and tube thoracostomy. CXR. Predictors of major 

injury 
 4. Abdominal trauma: mechanisms, injury patterns, emergency management.  
 5. Pelvic fractures and their initial management 
 6. Head and spinal cord injury 
 7. Limb injuries and splintage techniques. Femoral nerve block 
 8. Burns: prehospital and emergency care 
 9. Trauma moulage scenarios 
 10. Assessment 
 

( 39 hours )

 Course code Course Title Units Minimum Grade#

 PEC5001 Core Skills 3 C-
 1. Introduction to Prehospital and Emergency Care; Basic Life Support 

Refresher for all ages; Web access; Team work and leadership; Scene 
assessment and safety and approach to the emergency patient

 2. Principles of communication, triage and transport 
 3. Airway assessment and management (basic airway care; the use of suction, 

airway adjuncts and oxygen; endotracheal intubation and use of the 
laryngeal mask airway; cricothyrotomy; arti�cial ventilation; pneumothorax 
and haemothorax, including needle thoracostomy) 

 4. Assessment and management of the unconscious patient (including head 
injury)

 5. De�brillation and arrhythmias 
 6. Initial assessment, management of shock, intravenous cannulation and 

therapy 
 7. Principles of pain assessment and management, and basic wound care 
 8. Special circumstances: children, the vulnerable and mass casualty incidents 
 9. Assessment 
 

( 39 hours )
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Programme Structure and Duration

Elective attachment experience

Students from both programmes will undertake 
elective attachments to emergency departments, 
the ambulance service or other prehospital and 
emergency environments as arranged between the 
course directors and individual students.  This 
attachment is organized on an individual basis as 
students may come from a variety of backgrounds 
and have di�erent needs.  Students must attend a 
total of 36 hours (6 x 6 hours sessions) of  �eldwork in 
addition to the unit modules.

Postgraduate Diploma in Prehospital and Emergency Care
Master of Science in Prehospital and Emergency Care (Year 1)

Term 2 (January – April)
 PEC 5004 -  Paediatric and Obstetric Emergencies
 PEC 5005 -  Major Incidents and Transfer

 Course code Course Title Units Minimum Grade#

 PEC5004 Paediatric and Obstetric Emergencies 3 C-

 1. Introduction to paediatric anatomy and physiology 
 2. Principles and practice of managing the acutely ill child 
 3. Principles and practice of managing the acutely injured child 
 4. Emergencies in obstetrics: emergency delivery, eclampsia, pre-eclampsia, vaginal  bleeding 
 5. Assessment 
   

(39 hours)

 PEC5005 Major Incidents and Transfer 3 C-
Candidates will be given theoretical and practical instruction on the management of civilian disasters 
in Hong Kong and the Asia-Paci�c region in general. 

 1. Principles of emergency medical transport 
 2. Practical experience with Ambulance Service 
 3. Principles of inter-hospital transfer of the critically ill 
 4. Role of the Police 
 5. Role of the Fire Department (including a practical session on extrication)
 6. Role of the Ambulance Service and mobile medical team 
 7. Chemical, biological, radiological, road tra�c, maritime and aircraft/airport disasters 
 8. Introduction to major incident management. Triage sort and sieve 
 9. Tabletop exercises 
 10. Major incident practical exercise 
 11. Assessment 
     

(39 hours)

Note that the time required to complete all three modules in the �rst term may be insu�cient.   Modules may be 
rescheduled over the two terms.  
*  ‘Minimum grade’ refers to the grade required to ful�l the programme requirement.  All courses should be graded 

A – F, where D = fail. Where such minimum is not explicitly stated, it shall be taken to be C-.
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Programme Structure and Duration
Master of Science in Prehospital and Emergency Care (Year 2)

Compulsory Modules for Masters Course (9 units)
 PEC 5006 -  Research Methods 
 PEC 5007 -  Statistical Methods for Research  
 PEC 5008 -  Project and Dissertation

 Course code Course Title Units Minimum Grade#

 PEC5006 Research Methods 2 C-

Candidates will be instructed on basic research methodology, sources of funding for research, principles of literature review, 
protocol generation and report writing. They will be assessed on their ability to produce a coherent and concise proposal for their 
MSc Project. It will be predominantly lecture based and will assume no prior knowledge of research methodology.
  (28 hours)

 PEC5007 Statistical Methods for Research 2 C-

Candidates will be introduced to basic statistical concepts, categorical and continuous data, parametric and non parametric tests 
(including simple tests for statistical signi�cance) and principles of logistic and linear regression. Candidates will also be given 
advice on how and when to seek expert statistical advice. Emphasis will be placed on basic concepts throughout and will be 
tailored to the statistics required to allow the candidate to carry out their research project adequately. Testing will be by means of 
coursework.  
 (28 hours)

 PEC5008 Project and Dissertation 5 C-

Candidates will demonstrate that they have achieved an understanding of research methodology and basic statistical analysis by 
undertaking a supervised research project on some aspect of prehospital and emergency care. 

The project should be of a standard worthy of publication in a peer-reviewed journal, and candidates will be encouraged to submit 
their work to a suitable journal on its completion. The dissertation should be around 6 000 - 7 000 words long and include a 
comprehensive literature review, a rationale and explanation of the methodology used, clearly laid out results and a coherent 
discussion of the implications of the study with appropriate referencing. 
 (65 hours)
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Programme Structure and Duration
Master of Science in Prehospital and Emergency Care (Year 2)

Elective Modules for Masters Course (requires 2 units)*
 PEC 5009 -  Tactical Medicine and Management of Terrorist Incidents
 PEC 5010 -  Aviation Emergencies
 PEC 5011 -  Ethical and Legal Aspects of Prehospital and Emergency Care

 Course code Course Title Units Minimum Grade#

 PEC5009 Tactical Medicine and Management of Terrorist Incidents 2 C-

This course will address issues of tactical importance, such as �rearms and blast injuries, ballistics, di�erent weapon types and body 
protection (e.g. armour). It will cover the principles of prehospital and emergency department management of gunshot and blast 
injuries and the speci�c precautions that should be taken when in the prehospital phase of such incidents. It will also cover in detail 
the disaster response to terrorist incidents and the key relationships between police, tactical units and prehospital healthcare 
providers during the management of these di�cult situations with minimal risk to all parties. Practical exercises and visits to related 
units in Hong Kong will be included if possible
  (28 hours)

 PEC5010 Aviation Emergencies 2 C-

This course will address issues of aeromedical evacuation, search and rescue, in �ight emergencies, altitude physiology, diving and 
hyperbaric emergencies. It will include practical exercises and visits to related units in Hong Kong.
 (28 hours)

 PEC5011 Ethical and Legal Aspects of Prehospital and Emergency Care 2 C-

This module will explore the ethical aspects of prehospital and emergency care and apply the legal principles of medicine to these 
ethical problems. Examples of new developments which may a�ect emergency care include advance directives, and the full impact 
of these has yet to be determined for the emergency care provider. The interface between the legal requirements for emergency 
care providers and the ethical problems they create (for example, taking blood for ethanol levels in suspected drink driving) will be 
explored on an international basis. Further ethical and practical di�culties, such as stopping a resuscitation attempt in the prehos-
pital situation, will also be discussed. Candidates will be encouraged to bring their own examples into the course and will be 
required to write an account of an ethical dilemma with a fully referenced commentary for assessment purposes.
 (28 hours)

#Minimum grade’ refers to the grade required to ful�l the programme requirement. All courses should be graded A – F, where 
D = fail. Where such minimum is not explicitly stated, it shall be taken to be C-.

*Students may state their preference but the �nal provision of modules is at the discretion of the Course Organisers.
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Programme Structure and Duration

Elective attachment experience

Students in Year 2 of the Masters must undertake an additional 36 hours (6 x 6 hours sessions) of �eldwork over and above that taken in the 
�rst year, and in addition to the unit modules.

Medium of Instruction

English will be used as the language for instruction.  Experience shows that it is imperative that candidates must have a strong grasp of English 
to get maximal bene�t from the course.

Mode of Delivery

Multidisciplinary approach including lectures, classroom exercises, seminars, workshops, tutorials, and take-home assignments will be used.  
Active methods of adult learning are used throughout and any students expecting a spoon-feeding approach will be disappointed. 

* Course and Unit Exemption 

(As stipulated in the Policy on Course and Unit Exemptions for Postgraduate Students, the total number of units exempted may not exceed half of the required 
number.)

There is no exemption for the Diploma Course.  Candidates who have successfully completed the Postgraduate Diploma in Prehospital and 
Emergency Care at CUHK may apply for exemption from the MSc for the following courses: PEC5001; PEC5002; PEC5003; PEC5004; PEC5005. 

Candidates who are exempted from the above modules need to complete at least 13 units from the second year modules in order to qualify 
for the MSc.



 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

International recognition

This course was approved by the Chinese University of Hong Kong in 2004. We have been fortunate to welcome several overseas experts in the 
�eld of PEC to teach our students including Professor Colin Robertson, Professor Robert Cocks, Sergeant Mark Major and Dr Jonathan Wyatt.

Faculty
Teaching sta� from the Faculty of Medicine of the Chinese University of Hong Kong with experience in Prehospital and Emergency Care will be 
primarily responsible for the programme. 

For the Postgraduate Diploma, all applicants must meet all of the following:
1.  Ful�l the General Quali�cations for admission.  For the PgD, applicants must hold a Bachelor's degree from a recognised university i.e. a 

general degree or a pass in honour's degree. 

2. Meet the English Language Pro�ciency Requirement prescribed by the Graduate School.

3. Work in prehospital and emergency care, or a closely related �eld.

For the Masters of Science, all applicants must meet all of the following:
1. Ful�l the General Quali�cations for admission.  For the MSc, applicants must hold a Bachelor's degree with 2nd class honours or above from 

a recognised university. 

2. Meet the English Language Pro�ciency Requirement prescribed by the Graduate School.

3. Work in prehospital and emergency care, or a closely related �eld.

Admission Requirements

Faculty  •  Admission Requirements
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Admission Requirements

Quali�cations obtained outside Hong Kong

Quali�cations obtained from overseas Universities will be accepted provided that the University is a member of the Commonwealth Universi-
ties.  For example, Victoria University is a member of the Commonwealth Universities. Students who have obtained degrees through full-time 
study in such a university will be accepted. However, students who have obtained degrees through distance learning or part-time study in 
Hong Kong must obtain an assessment report from the Hong Kong Council for Academic Accreditation (HKCAA).  Students are responsible for 
obtaining this assessment.  However, they may apply for admission to the course and leave the applications for the Chinese University of Hong 
Kong to process.  The assessment will cost about $2160.00 for each student and must be paid for by the student.  The process usually takes 4 - 
5 weeks.  For details, please refer to HKCAA web site at www.hkcaa.edu.hk or by phone no: 36580000.

Hong Kong students who have obtained an overseas degree through full-time study in English speaking countries are considered to have 
ful�lled the language requirements. However, if they obtained the degrees through distance learning or part-time study in HK, then they will 
have to obtain an HKCAA assessment report. If the HKCAA report con�rms that the student's degree is equivalent to a local degree (for admis-
sion to PgD) and local honours degree (for admission to MSc), then the student is regarded as having ful�lled the English requirement. If 
HKCAA con�rms that the student's quali�cation is NOT equivalent to a local (honours) Bachelor degree, then the student cannot be admitted 
and will be considered as not having ful�lled the English requirement.

Note that candidates who have not gained their working experience in Hong Kong may be admitted to the programme at the discretion of the 
University provided that they have been working in a �eld relevant to prehospital or emergency care.

For example,
 Ambulance personnel should be actively engaged in their profession and be working for the Fire Service Department in Hong 

Kong, the St John Ambulance (Hong Kong), or the Auxiliary Medical Service (Hong Kong).

 Members of the Hong Kong Police Force, Hong Kong Fire Service, Government Flying Service, or one of the relevant voluntary 
agencies (St John, Red Cross, etc.) provided that they are currently working in a �eld relevant to prehospital or emergency care. 

 Medical candidates must hold a basic medical degree (MB ChB or equivalent) and be registered with the Hong Kong Medical 
council or equivalent body and be currently working in a �eld relevant to prehospital or emergency care.

 Nursing candidates must be registered with the Hong Kong Nursing Council (or equivalent body) as a Registered General Nurse 
or Enrolled Nurse and be currently working in a �eld relevant to prehospital or emergency care.
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Programme Structure and Duration  •  Graduation Requirements  •  Recognition

Information Technology (IT) Pro�ciency Requirements

All postgraduate students are required to pass the IT Pro�ciency Test before they graduate. Students who have previously passed the IT 
Pro�ciency Test at another CUHK programme may apply for exemption. 

Student intake

24 students may enroll for the Postgraduate Diploma and 24 students may enroll for the Masters.  If less than 16 students enroll for a course, 
then the course may not proceed. 

Recognition 
The Postgraduate Diploma and Master of Science in Prehospital and Emergency Care will be awarded by the Chinese University of Hong Kong 
if the participant ful�ls the programme requirements.  Approaches will be made to the Hong Kong Medical Council to make these quotable 
quali�cations.

Graduation Requirements
In order to graduate for the Postgraduate Diploma students must:

1. attend at least 80% of the lectures, seminars, tutorials and practical workshops
2. complete the necessary course requirements (assignments, examinations, etcetera)
3. pass the IT test
4. obtain a cumulative overall Grade Point Average of at least 2.0 in order to graduate and receive the Diploma
5. attend 80% of the �eldwork

In order to graduate for the Masters, students must complete points 1 to 5 for the Diploma and
6. complete the extra eleven units required for the Masters
7. complete the MSc Project and Dissertation



 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

CME Accreditation  •  Programme Fees  •  Insurance  •  Application Procedures

Programme Fees 
Both the Postgraduate Diploma and Master of Science carry the same fees per year for 2009-2011 i.e. HK$65 000 per year payable either as a 
single instalment or in part per term.  The maximum course fee, subject to the University approval, is HK$130 000.  However, this will be 
reviewed in the future years.

Insurance
Candidates who wish to bene�t from hands on training in the �eld with direct patient contact are advised to secure their own insurance cover.   

Application Procedures
Master of Science and Postgraduate Diploma Programmes:

• Applicants are encouraged to use the on-line application procedures to save time and postage.  Please visit the Graduate School web 
site at:  http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/gss/admission/app_pro&req_app_mat.html

• By sending a stamped ($8.2), self-addressed envelope (A4 size) or in person from the Graduate School Secretariat, The Chinese Univer-
sity of Hong Kong, at 4/F, Academic Building No. 1, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T.; or

• The completed application form and supporting documents must be returned to the Accident and Emergency Medicine Academic Unit 
no later than 30th April 2009.

CME Accreditation 
Hong Kong College of Emergency Medicine  -- 12 points per programme (non-passive – Cat 11)
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Information and Enquiries  •  Deadline for Application  •  Information Sessions

Deadline for Application
30th April 2009

Information Sessions 
Two introductory information sessions will be held at Prince of Wales Hospital from 18:30 to 19:30 hours on Tuesday 31st March 2009 and 
Thursday 2nd April 2009.  Interested parties must register to attend these sessions.  The venue will be Room 128, Conference Room, Accident 
and Emergency Medicine Academic Unit, 1/F, Trauma and Emergency Centre, Prince of Wales Hospital, Shatin, NT. 

For registration, please contact the programme administrator at aemau@med.cuhk.edu.hk

Information and Enquiries
Please contact:

Ms Sarah Leung, Programme Administrator
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Room 115, 1/F, Trauma and Emergency Centre
Accident and Emergency Medicine Academic Unit
Prince of Wales Hospital
Shatin, N.T.
Hong Kong

Telephone :  (852) 2632 1446
Fax :  (852) 2648 1469
Email :  aemau@med.cuhk.edu.hk

Postgraduate Programme Webpage:

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/gss/

http://www.aemau.cuhk.edu.hk/msc/index.html
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Disclaimer

Disclaimer
This programme provides important academic and practical teaching, training and assessment in clinical knowledge, skills and competencies 
pertinent to practice in prehospital and emergency care.  Healthcare professionals who wish to be well-trained to practice in prehospital and 
emergency care environments will bene�t greatly from this course.  It will progress such professionals along the road to be competent and safe 
practitioners.  

However, this course does not provide a mandate to practice such skills in real life, and does not give an individual a licence to practice.  The 
licence to practice is the responsibility of the appropriate licensing board or organisation in a given country or region.      

The Programme organisers reserve the right to cancel or postpone the programme if the number of registered students is insu�cient or for other unforeseen reasons.
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